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Complete Investigative Services 
Barrish Pelham & Associates, Inc. is a consulting structural engineering company with 
expertise in forensic and investigative engineering.  Our engineering professionals apply their 
analytical skills to unravel the technical mysteries of alleged construction defects, structural 
failures, and other situations, which give rise to disputes.  We provide a wide variety of 
engineering services to professionals in the insurance industry, legal fields, and public and 
private sector clients.  These services include:
  

 Scope of Repairs 
 Salvageability & Damage Extent 
 Structural Analysis/Reviews 
 Subrogation Claims 

 

 Upcoding & Betterment 
 Construction Claims 
 Cost Control Measures 
 Replacement Cost 

 
Cause & Origin Investigations 

 
 Property Damage 
 Moisture Intrusion 
 Structural Failures 
 Natural Disasters 
 Fire Damage 

 
The Investigative Engineering Process 

 

Typically, an engagement begins with a phone call, e-mail, or fax from an adjuster, attorney, or 
reconstruction contractor. We also accept new assignments through our website at 
www.barrish.com; by clicking on the Project Intake Form button on the home page, it will take 
you directly to the claim form.  We will notify you via email or phone that we have received your 
claim within one business day.  We request certain specific information relating to the 
assignment: 
 

 Type of Loss/Assignment 
 Date of Loss 
 Name & Address of Insured/Claimant 
 Claim Number 
 Name and Telephone number of Contact Person 

 

We will schedule an appointment with the owner/tenant and assign a field investigator to visit 
the loss site and visually examine the existing conditions.  The field investigator will gather 
data and photograph physical evidence to assist with the report.  It is our goal to visit the site, 
prepare the report, and present the completed work product to the client within one week of 
receiving the assignment.  Our field investigators are readily available for direct client 
questions and comments to assure complete understanding of a report. 
 

 We travel anywhere in California, Oregon, Nevada, and Hawaii  
 Normal site visits last approximately 2 hours 
 Targeted one week turn around time for written reports 
 Hourly rate - $95/hour for travel time and $170/hour for investigation and report preparation 
 Typical fee for a local investigation varies between $1,100.00 and $1,500.00 
 When requested, supplemental reports are available 

 



BARRISH PELHAM & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Investigative Engineering Services 

 

 

Fire Damage Assessment Reports & Reconstruction Drawings 
 
Additional services available to property claims adjusters from Barrish Pelham & Associates 
are structural integrity assessments, extent of damage, repair recommendations, and 
salvageability reports for the loss.    

 
We are committed to prompt delivery of quality construction documents for reconstruction 
estimates and/or permits – plan drawings, structural calculations, Title 24 Energy calculations, 
and temporary shoring details for emergency services.  Our industry affiliations allow us to 
engage in residential, multi-family dwellings, and light commercial reconstruction projects 
including tenant improvement and historically registered buildings.  We will assist in the 
submittal review process and provide construction administration services as requested.   

 
 We travel throughout the Sacramento region and adjoining counties  
 Normal site visits last approximately 2 hours 
 Targeted two week turn around time for permit drawings 
 Hourly rate - $95/hour for drafting and $150/hour for engineering 
 Title 24 Energy calculations  - $250.00 flat fee 

 

Resources in Investigative Engineering 
 
Barrish Pelham & Associates not only utilizes the engineering expertise and technical support 
of its staff of professional engineers, but also formulated partnerships with other engineering 
and investigative sources.  We provide clients with a full range of integrated resources to 
address claim settlements, mediation and legal issues.  Some of our associations include: 

 Geotechnical Engineering 
 Mechanical Engineering 
 Electrical Engineering 
 Materials Testing 

 
Barrish Pelham & Associates is a member of numerous professional and engineering 
organizations dedicated to the improvement of engineering technology.  These organizations 
include: 

 American Concrete Institute 
 American Institute of Steel Construction 
 Earthquake Engineering Research Institute 
 International Code Council 
 Structural Engineers Association of California 
 Applied Technology Council 
 American Society of Civil Engineers 
 National Council of Examiners for Engineering & Surveying 
 Institute for Building and Housing Safety  
 Sacramento Claims Association 
 International Concrete Repair Institute 
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Representative Engagements in Investigative Engineering 
The following is a partial list of clients we have served: 

 
Allied Insurance/Nationwide Cause and Origin Investigations, Post-disaster Assessments; 

Weather Damage Investigations 
 
Allstate Insurance Cause and Origin Investigations, Property Damage and 

Structural Assessment Analysis 
 
Anwyl, Scoffield, & Stepp  Expert Witness for Construction Defects 
Attorneys at Law  
 
Bailey & Brown  Expert Witness for Construction Defects 
Attorneys at Law  
 
California Assn. of Health Facilities Structural Integrity Assessment 
 
Capitol Reconstruction Company Fire Damage Investigation, Structural Assessment, Structural 

Analysis 
 
Carson Development, Inc. Seismic Assessments for State of California Leased Facilities 
 
Cigna Insurance Residential Property Investigations 
 
Crawford Company Residential Property Investigations 
 
Cunningham & Lindsey, U.S., Inc. Roof Collapse Investigations, Fire Damage Investigations 
 
DH Construction, Inc. Structural Assessment, Structural Analysis, Construction 

Document Production 
 
Duarte Construction Roof Collapse Investigation and Repair; Fire Damage 

Investigation and Repair. 
 
Farmers Insurance Residential Property Investigations, Cause & Origin 

Investigations 
 
Federated Insurance  Fire Damage Investigation, Structural Integrity Assessment 
 
Fite & Company Construction  Structural Assessment, Structural Analysis, Construction 

Document Production 
 
ICW Group/Explorer Insurance Residential Property Investigations 
 
Pinnacle Emergency Management Fire Damage Investigation; Structural Assessment 
 
SAMS & Associates Fire Damage Investigation, Structural Assessment, Cause & 

Origin Investigations 
 
Schifrin, Gagnon & Dickey Insurance Cause & Origin of Tile Damage 
 
State Farm Insurance  Cause & Origin, Structural Assessment, Property Damage 
 
Tudor Construction & Restoration  Fire Damage Investigation and Repairs 
 
University of California, Davis Investigation & Seismic Assessments of Balconies & Stairs 
 
Vanderbuilt Construction Inc. Structural Assessment, Structural Analysis, Construction 

Document Production 
 
Zebra Restoration Services Structural Assessment, Structural Analysis, Construction 

Document Production 
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Company Profile 
 
 
 
 

Barrish Pelham & Associates is a full service investigative engineering company.  Our 
engineering professionals apply their analytical skills to unravel the technical mysteries of 
structural accidents and failures which give rise to insurance claims.  We further apply our 
practical skills to mitigate the consequences of such accidents and failures and to control the 
soaring cost of claim settlements. 
 
Barrish Pelham & Associates is now in its third generation in the Sacramento area.  The 
current owners of the firm is Mr. Stephen Pelham, P.E., S.E., Mr. Peter Sandlin, P.E., S.E., 
and Mr. Ian Williams, P.E., S.E. Mr. Sandlin serves as Principal in Charge of the Forensic 
Engineering Division. 
 
Over the past 60 years, Barrish Pelham & Associates has maintained an excellent reputation 
for providing our clients with quality work, timely service, and good old fashion common sense.  
We are committed to presenting our clients a diverse, experienced, and cost effective group of 
professional engineers for claims support services as well as traditional engineering.  Our 
responsive service is the product of a day to day commitment by the principals and staff to 
meet your needs.  We listen when others speak. Our current service territory includes all of 
California, Oregon, Nevada, and Hawaii.  
 
Barrish Pelham & Associates has successfully completed a wide variety of investigative 
engineering assignments.  Our clients include many insurance agencies such as Nationwide, 
CSAA, State Farm, Farmers, AIMS, Allstate, Mercury Casualty, Travelers, and ICW Group.  
We also serve many related firms including DH Construction, Fite & Co. Construction, Tudor 
Construction & Restoration Company, Pinnacle Emergency Management, and Anwyl Scoffield 
& Stepp, Attorneys At Law. In addition to investigative engineering services, the firm produces 
engineering design for approximately one hundred million dollars in construction per year. 
 
Barrish Pelham and Associates staff includes five registered structural engineers, six 
professional engineers, two staff engineers, LEED Accredited Professionals, CAD/BIM 
professionals, and three administrative staff. In addition to in house staff, our resources include 
associations with selected engineering and material specialists.  

 
 

Sixty years of Engineering, Expertise, Integrity & Service! 
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STEPHEN H. PELHAM, P.E., S.E. 
Civil and Structural Engineer 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION:   
 
Licensed Professional Engineer in California, Oregon,  
Washington, Nevada, Hawaii, and Mississippi 
Licensed Structural Engineer in California, Oregon, Washington, Nevada and 
Hawaii 
 
EDUCATION:  
 
 
Bachelor of Science in Architectural Engineering - 1976 
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo 
Certificate "Forensic Procedures", Investigative Engineers Association, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Over 1000 Hours of Continuing Professional Education - 1981 to 2010 
 
AFFILIATIONS:  
 
Sacramento Claims Association 
Structural Engineers Association of California – College of Fellows 
International Code Council 
National Council of Examiners for Engineering & Surveying 
Applied Technology Council - Past President   
California Division of the State Architect - Field Act Advisory Board, Past Director 
American Concrete Institute 
 
PUBLICATIONS:  
 
"Establishing the Scope of Engineering Services", Structural Engineers World Congress - 1998 
"SEAOC Guidelines for the Practice of Structural Engineering in California", Proceedings 62nd Annual   

SEAOC Convention - 1993 
"Recommended Guidelines for the Practice of Structural Engineering in California", Structural 

Engineers Association of California - 1992 
"Creep & Shrinkage Characteristics of Concrete Unit Masonry", Masonry Institute of America - 1976 
 
PROFESSIONAL HISTORY: 
 
1987 - Present President - Barrish Pelham & Associates, Inc. 
  Consulting & Investigative Engineers, Sacramento, California 
 
1981 - 1987  President - Pelham, Schlueter & Hamamoto 
  Consulting Structural Engineers, Sacramento, California 
 
1978 - 1981  Civil Engineer - Cole, Yee & Schubert & Associates 
  Structural Engineering, Sacramento, California 
 
1976 - 1978  Project Engineer - Zimmerman & Forester 
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PETER J. SANDLIN, P.E., S.E. 
Civil and Structural Engineer 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION: 
 
Licensed Professional Engineer in California, Florida,  
Mississippi, Alabama, Hawaii, and Texas 
Licensed Structural Engineer in California and Nevada 

 
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 
 SAP V10397 
 
EDUCATION: 
 
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering – 1997 

University of California, Davis 
Associates Arts Degree - 1994 

Cosumnes River College, Sacramento 
Over 500 Hours of Continuing Professional Education – 1997 to 2010 
 
AFFILIATIONS: 
 
Sacramento Claims Association 
Structural Engineers Association of California  
National Council of Examiners for Engineering & Surveying 
Seismology Committee SEA of Central California 
California Office of Emergency Services 
American Society of Civil Engineers 
Earthquake Engineering Research Institute 
 
PROFESSIONAL HISTORY: 
 
2000 – Present Principal & Investigative Engineer – Barrish Pelham & Associates, Inc. 
   Consulting & Investigative Engineers, Sacramento, CA 
 
1997 – 2000  Structural Design Engineer – Barrish Pelham & Associates, Inc 
         Consulting & Investigative Engineers, Sacramento, CA 
 
1995 – 1997            Engineering Intern – Barrish Pelham & Associates, Inc. 
             Consulting & Investigative Engineers, Sacramento, CA 
 
EXPERIENCE:            
 
Mr. Sandlin has conducted over 500 property damage field inspections.  He has extensive experience 
with damaged and degraded building materials.  He maintains excellent working relationships with 
numerous insurance claim adjustors and local restoration contractors.  He has performed numerous 
school and residential structural designs in varying building materials. Mr. Sandlin has provided formal 
training to Insurance companies in the Sacramento area regarding Earthquake vs Settlement damage. 
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STEVEN W. MOORE, P.E. 
Civil Engineer 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL REGISTRATION: 
 
Licensed Professional Engineer  

California  PE 56782 
Licensed Professional Engineer 

Mississippi and Florida  
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 
 SAP V10398 
 
EDUCATION: 
 
Bachelor of Science in Architectural Engineering – 1990 
 California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo 
Dale Carnegie Course for Effective Public Speaking  
Building Inspection Technology Coursework  
 Cosumnes River College 
Over 300 Hours of Continuing Professional Education  
 
AFFILIATIONS: 
 
Sacramento Claims Association  
Structural Engineers Association of California  
American Society of Civil Engineers 
National Council of Examiners for Engineering & Surveying  
California Office of Emergency Services 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL HISTORY: 
 
2/2003 – Present Investigative Engineer – Barrish Pelham & Associates, Inc. 
   Consulting & Investigative Engineers, Sacramento, CA 
 
1993 – 2/2003  Project Manager- Clark Pacific   
         West Sacramento, CA 
 
1989 – 1990            Project Engineer- Robert S. Vessely Engineering  
             San Luis Obispo, CA 
 
EXPERIENCE:            
 
Mr. Moore has conducted over 300 property damage field investigations with extensive forensic 
experience in building envelope moisture intrusion, material degradation, and structural failures.  He 
has acted as a field investigator for several residential construction defect cases.  He maintains 
excellent working relationships with numerous insurance claim adjustors, local restoration contractors, 
and project consultants.  His structural design background includes work in light wood framed 
construction including custom residential and commercial projects.  In addition, Mr. Moore has 
extensive project manager experience overseeing the design, fabrication, and installation of 
architectural pre-cast concrete cladding.       




